
Aiken Singers Announces a 2025 Aiken County School Grant to 
Kadeem Calhoun 

 
The Aiken Singers are pleased to announce that it has given a grant to 
Aiken County School music teacher Kadeem Calhoun. This grant of up to 
$1000 is designed to help promote music education in Aiken County 
schools.  
Kadeem is the General Music Teacher and Chorus Director at Millbrook 
Elementary School. Originally from the Bronx, New York, his love for music 
was sparked at a young age when he saw Wynton Marsalis perform during 
a school visit. After moving to Pennsylvania, he was further inspired by his 
5th-grade instrumental teacher, Edward Smith, whose guidance helped 
shape his path as an educator. 
Kadeem studied Music Education and Music Technology at Mansfield 
University of Pennsylvania, graduating in 2014. He is now in his first full 
year of teaching and has already founded the Millbrook Elementary School 
Singers. He is dedicated to building a vibrant, and inclusive music program 
which will support the continued growth of the Millbrook Elementary music 
department and its upcoming productions. 
Kadeem’s award will help fund a project which will allow students to 
participate in a fully staged musical production that combines acting, 
singing, dancing, and visual design. Students will develop important skills in 
self-expression, creativity, and collaboration while experiencing the joy of 
musical theater. The production will enhance school culture by celebrating 
student talent and will provide the community with a high-quality family 
performance that fosters pride and connection. The grant will ensure 
equitable access to costumes, stage sets, and production materials so that 
every student can fully engage in the experience, regardless of financial 
barriers. His students will produce a beloved classic,”101 Dalmatians KIDS” 
which will connect students with a timeless story about teamwork, bravery, 
and kindness. Approximately 85 students (grades 2–5) will participate in 



the project. Kadeem expects the project to strengthen students’ 
performance skills in singing, acting, and movement through rehearsals 
and live theater. It will also encourage teamwork, responsibility, and 
discipline as students collaborate to bring the production to life and it will 
provide opportunities for artistic exploration in costume design, set building, 
and stagecraft. He hopes the project will promote inclusivity by ensuring 
that every student has a meaningful role, whether onstage or behind the 
scenes and that it will strengthen school–community relationships by 
creating a shared cultural experience that brings people together. 
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